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Annual Congregational Meeting 02/14/2021 
Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order and Declaration of Quorum 

 

2. Approval of Minutes from the 02/09/2020 

 

3. Reports  

A. Moderator/Minister 

B. Clerk 

C. Trustees 

D. Deacons 

E. Christian Life Education 

F. Mission & Outreach/Helping Hands 

G. Ladies Aid Society 

 

 

4. New Business: 

A. Present 2021 Budget for Congregational Approval 

B. Election of Officers and incoming Deacons & Trustees 

C. Commissioning & Blessing Officers/Deacons/Trustees 

 

5. Closing Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

February 14, 2021 CCC Annual Congregational Meeting 3 

MODERATOR & MINISTER REPORT 
From Rhonda Foale, Moderator and Rev. Sarah B. Linn, Minister 

 
2020 was a challenging year for everyone. It started with great memories of our 125th 
Anniversary celebration, and the culmination of several church building projects, including 
refreshing the stained-glass windows, in 2019. Then the novel coronavirus pandemic set in and 
we stopped holding worship services and events in the building in mid-March. Soon after, a 
statewide stay-at-home order was put in place. From April through May, Sarah posted audio 
recordings each Sunday and a weekly “Wednesday Word” videos to the church website.  

In June, we began meeting for services at Ed Hargraves Ball Park. Around that time, about 50 
people in Creede were exposed to Coronavirus, so we were very careful to wear masks and 
have each household sit at least 6’ from others. In August, we moved our worship services to 
Seime Park in Creede America to avoid traffic noise and enjoy the view. Every Sunday morning 
we had beautiful, sunny weather right when we needed it!  

With the wind and colder weather arriving in October, we shifted our outdoor gatherings to the 
“Theatron” amphitheater in front of CRT housing. But just before Thanksgiving, we had another 
outbreak, including the first death from COVID-19 in town. Community spread persisted through 
the holiday season and got worse in the new year. Starting in November, we posted videos 
online each Sunday and had a masterpiece virtual Christmas Eve Service with readings and 
music by many different CCC members participating from various home states.  

We have fared well financially through this crisis through many generous member donations 
and a government “Payroll Protection Program” loan of $17,000, which has since been forgiven. 
The “good news/bad news” is that we did just well enough through the year to not qualify for a 
second round of funding in 2021. To all who continue to give so faithfully: Thank you! We will 
keep being innovative and generous in the coming year. 

Again thanks to everyone’s concern and generosity, we were able to minister to our members 
and community through contact with the isolated, food distribution through the school Care & 
Share pantry during the summer months, over 900 pairs of socks for La Puente during 
“Socksgiving,” and extra donations to Sewing Sisters, Tu Casa, the Creede Early Learning Center, 
and Habitat for Humanity. We provided lots of assistance to community members through our 
Helping Hands fund and the Ladies Aid Society. In an historically challenging time, it was 
gratifying to see our congregation respond with such generosity and practical care.  

There is much more to celebrate about God’s faithfulness to and through CCC in 2020, which 
you can read in the rest of this Annual Report. Suffice to say that 2020, as difficult and 
frustrating as it was, provided meaningful opportunities for us to reset our notions of worship 
(as not just an event, but a way of life) and recommit ourselves to what really matters: loving 
God and neighbor – even when it means denying ourselves and not enjoying the comforts of 
our preferred routines. As we move into 2021, we still have a long way to go before getting to 
the other side of the pandemic. May the Holy Spirit continue to meet us and grow us up, that 
we might more faithfully live in and live out God’s love in greater and deeper ways. 
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CLERK’S REPORT 

Lori Heinrich, Clerk 

 

Average Attendance (by month):  

January = 34 

February = 45 

March (first two Sundays) = 43 

 

 

After the onset of COVID, attendance tracking became more difficult. Average “attendance,” whether 

accessed online or attended in person outdoors, seemed to hold steady at 25 to 45 people per 

week. 

 

Membership: 

 Welcomed 2 new members:

o Brittni Shambaugh Addison, 9/6/20 

o Lavour Addison, 9/6/20 

 

 Total Current Members: 126  

 

Those who passed from us in 2020: 

 Bob Carrell, associate member (d. Nov. 27; service held in TX) 

 Agnes Davis, friend (d. May 23; CCC held an outdoor memorial service Sept /20/20) 

 Sarah Garrett, friend (d. Apr. 11) 

 Billie Feuerbacher, friend (d. Jul. 7) 

 Patricia Nash, friend (d. Apr. 21) 

 Dixie Slater, friend (d.  Nov. 29) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

February 14, 2021  CCC Annual Congregational Meeting 2020 In Review  5 

 

TRUSTEES REPORT 

 

The Trustees began the year with normal meetings and as everyone knows that changed significantly 

as the year went along.  Eventually our meetings went to zoom and we found the church building being 

used less and less.  As a result we had to make adjustments as everyone else had to do.  We are 

grateful that the maintenance and care of our building continued under the watchful eyes of John and 

Lana Mills.  As the lights in the fellowship hall burn out John will replace them with LEDs. Thanks to 

money provided by the UCC we were able to purchase a simple portable sound system for our outside 

services that is easy to set up and take down. One of the concerns was our churches financial situation 

as the pandemic continued through the year. We are so thankful that with the help of PPE funds we 

were able to meet our budget.  Thanks to a generous donation the banner that is out in front of the 

church was installed.  The committee ended the year with a budget for 2021. 
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DEACONS REPORT 
 

Our Deacons strive to provide support for our worship services and Spiritual and supportive outreach 
to our congregation. Rhonda Brown and Lori Dooley completed their diaconate terms in February, and 
Bill Fairchild and Bethany Andre’ were welcomed in as new deacons. Stan Tucker-McDermott and Starr 
Pearson are concluding their terms this month. Joining the deacon team will be Linda Walker and Scott 
Lamb. We wish to sincerely thank Stan and Starr for their work. Lauren Sheldrake and Creede 
Hargraves will continue on in their positions as year-round deacons. The help of our summer deacons, 
Kay Harbert, Janet Mullay, and Marian Mosher, was much appreciated in such a trying year. We are yet 
unsure what the summer will bring, in terms of in-person fellowship; but we hold out hope for the 
ability to greet and meet you all in person.  
 
The commitment of our worship committee is a blessing, as they provide us with their creativity in our 
worship through music and inspirational song. We are grateful for their efforts and support.  
 
The year 2020 was a challenge for everyone; and especially for our team of deacons. Without being 
able to have the fellowship, on a weekly basis, with in-person contact; it became even more important 
that the deacon outreach to our congregation be maintained and more substantial. We made effort to 
stay in contact with all through our card mailings, phone, and email contacts. We shall maintain that 
effort through 2021 to ensure our congregation can have comfort in knowing they are cared for, and 
valued as brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ. The deacon team would like to encourage all of the 
members and friends of our congregation to continue to reach out to us in any times of need for 
prayer and support. We are here for you!  
 
As trying as the past year has been, and as brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ, through the “Red 
Church”; we give thanks for our members and friends for your sharing in the blessings bestowed upon 
us through our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May we all strive to continue in our abundance, to lift 
each other up with our gifts, our joys, and prayers; and be supportive of each other through the 
coming year. 
 
Thank you! 
The Deacons of Creede Community Church. 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE EDUCATION 
Debbie Whitmore, Chair 

 

The Christian Education program at CCC encompasses every age group because we never stop learning 
in our faith and growing in our love of God.  
 
Until the stay-at-home orders for COVID19 began in 2020, our Children’s Christian Ed volunteers 
provided Sunday School lessons and activities for children from 1 to 12 years old, using the 
sermons4kids curriculum. We were making plans to continue that with new teachers and to provide 
other monthly programs for 4th – 6th grade students before the pandemic. We have provided 
educational materials to our parents and students including Growing in Grace and other Advent 
programs. 
 
Sarah developed Lenten and Advent Devotionals for individuals and families. She planned a 
community-wide book reading for bridge-building and fostering healthy communication across 
ideological divides, using the book Them: Why We Hate Each Other and How to Heal, by Ben Sasse. 
This program ran until it was cancelled due to the pandemic. 
 
We look forward to when we can all come together again for Sunday school and other educational 
programs. 
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MISSION & OUTREACH/HELPING HANDS 
Judy Blanch, Chair and Sarah Linn, Minister 

 

2020 was a big year for Mission & Outreach! In March, we started thinking about what we could do 
through Mission & Outreach to set things up to help people through the rest of the year. Thanks to the 
connections and know-how of Lori Heinrich and Lauren Sheldrake at the school – as well as thanks to a 
dozen or more volunteers who made deliveries – we set up a food distribution program through the 
school food pantry. We continued to coordinate this effort through August, after which National Honor 
Society students took over the program. 

We couldn’t gather for Mission Dinner fundraisers, so had to try something else. Sarah highlighted a 
Mission Partner each week through Lent in emails and videos, asking everyone in the congregation to 
give what they could. As a result, we were able to send our annual contributions (normally held until 
the end of the year) in the spring to our usual partners (La Puente, Creede Early Learning Center, 
Adelante, Hospice Del Valle, Habitat for Humanity) and even gave additional donations to our own 
Ladies Aid Sewing Sisters (which made and delivered around 1,000 cloth masks during the year), Tu 
Casa (toiletries for moms & kids escaping domestic violence), and additional financial support to CELC’s 
outdoor recreation area.  

Then, in the fall, we gave second, bonus gifts of $250 each to our usual mission partners and sent 
support in the same amount for 2 UCC special offerings. We also collected and delivered 909 brand 
new pairs of socks for La Puente’s clients during our annual “Socksgiving” drive (next year, we’ll give 
1,000)! Special thanks to Bethany Andre and Frances Echeverria for all their work on food distribution 
in the spring and Socksgiving in the fall! 

Financial Assistance through Helping Hands in 2020: 
Electric - $491 
Rent - $1409 
Propane- $399 
Medication- $100 
Car Registration- $71 
Gift Cards (K Belle/Downstream Gas)- $600 
Medical Travel- $250 
Refrigerator Replacement- $250 
Car Repair- $250 
Roof Repair- $228 
Firewood- $360 
Total: $4,368 
 
Donations to Helping Hands: Total: $4,400 
 

Year End Balance: $3,796.03 
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LADIES AID SOCIETY 
Lori G. Dooley, President 

 
As with most organizations, LAS faced its share of challenges in 2020.  On the first day of the shutdown 
we reached out to Silver Thread Public Health and offered to partner with them in any way we could.  
The Public Health team would be the primary source for most people affected by the Pandemic and 
consequent shut down.  People lost their jobs over night, through no fault of their own. Many of those 
were people that had never asked for or needed help before. One of our main missions became that of 
seeking out and being available to those suffering from the consequences of the Pandemic. 

We were unable to have our main fundraiser, the Bazaar and Rummage sale.  There was no way to 
follow CDC guidelines and keep everyone safe. We were not sure where the funds would come from in 
a time when the need in our community would be great.  We made a conscious decision among the 
executive committee that God would provide what we needed to assist those in need.  That is exactly 
what He did.  We have turned no one away without help and our financial situation is solid.  The result 
of generous donations, the work of many members and volunteers resulted in the funds we have 
needed to be there for those affected by Covid as well as the everyday needs of our community. 

During 2020: 

2019 Year End Balance: $10,637.23 

Donations, income  $29,470.45 

Covid relief paid $8648 

Regular assistance paid $30,624.14 

2020 Year End Balance $  8,274.43 
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2021 Officers, Trustees, Deacons & Ministry Teams 
Nominations for Congregational Vote in Red 

 
 
Officers: Moderator:  Rhonda Foale 

1-year terms Vice Moderator: Jamie McLeroy 

 Clerk:  Lori Heinrich 

 Treasurer:  Therese Hargraves 
 

 
Deacons:  Creede Hargraves (2022) 
6 members Lauren Sheldrake (2022) 
3-year terms Bethany Andre (2023) 
 Billy Fairchild (2023) 
 Scott Lamb (2024) 
 Linda Walker (2024)  
  
 Seasonal Deacons may be appointed by the Board  
 to meet needs during the summer months. 
 

Worship Committee: Johanna Gray 
reports to Deacons; Lori Heinrich 

open to more participants Jenny VanRy 

 Debbie Whitmore 

 
 
Trustees: Doug Hammett-Lair (2022) 
6 members Jim VanRy, chair (2022)  
3-year terms John Paysse (2023) 
 George Ameel (2023) 
 Lori Dooley (2024) 
 Margaret Phillips (2024) 
  

House Committee: Doug Hammett-Lair, chair 
reports to Trustees; Judy Blanch 

open to more participants Margaret Phillips 

 Linda Walker 
 

 

 Pastor Relations: George Ameel, Trustee 
 reports to Officers Jamie McLeroy, Officer 
  Lauren Sheldrake, Deacon 
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Ministry Teams, continued 
 

Mission & Outreach/: Judy Blanch, chair 
Helping Hands Dan Madrid 

reports to the Board Margaret Phillips 
at least 5 members Carol Pierce 
serving 2-year terms Linda Walker 
open to more participants 
 

Ladies Aid Society: Lori Dooley, president 
officers serve 2-year terms Jenny VanRy, vice president 
reports to the Board Caitlyn DiAntonio, secretary 

as part of Mission/Outreach Linda Walker, treasurer 
 
Sewing Sisters:  Sherrie Hosselkus 
reports to Ladies Aid and friends 

  

 
Christian Life Education: Debbie Whitmore, chair 
reports to Deacons; Kim Fairchild 

at least 4 members Lori Heinrich (middle school) 
serving 2-year terms Greg Pearson 
open to more participants Starr Pearson 
 Carol Pierce 
 Rita Odom  

 
Safe Church Team: Margaret Phillips, Trustee Representative 

works with CLE; Jody Stroh, Member at Large 
     rep 
 
 
 
 
 
 


