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Annual Congregational Meeting 02/10/2019 

Agenda 

 

1. Call to Order and Opening Prayer  

 

2. Approval of Minutes from the 04/08/2018 

 

3. Reports and Comments: 

A. Minister – Sarah Linn 

B. Moderator/Vice Moderator – Carol Pierce/Rhonda Foale 

C. Clerk – Leslie Dustin 

D. Treasurer – Sherrie Hosselkus 

E. Trustees – Charlene Ameel  

F. House Committee – Charlene Ameel 

F. Deacons and Worship – Rhonda Brown 

G. Christian Life Education (Children/Youth & Adults) – Judy Blanch 

H. Safe Church Team – Debbie Whitmore 

I. Mission & Outreach and Helping Hands – Judy Blanch 

J. Ladies Aid Society – Rhonda Brown 

 

4. New Business: 

A. Election of Officers and incoming Trustees and Deacons 

B. Installing and Blessing the Church Board 

 

5. Closing Prayer and Adjournment – Rhonda Foale 
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MINUTES OF THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 4, 2018 
 

Moderator Carol Pierce called the meeting to order at noon. There were 35 people in 
attendance. The agenda for the meeting was as follows: 
 

1. Proposed Updates to the CCC Bylaws followed by questions and a vote 
2. 2017 Financial Report followed by questions 
3. Proposed 2018 Budget followed by questions and a vote 

 
Proposed Updates to the CCC Bylaws 
 
Leslie Dustin, Clerk, discussed the proposed changes to the Bylaws as shown in 
Attachment 1.  
 
The major change was the elimination of the distinction between “full” member and 
“associate” member. Now the word member or membership means both members and 
associate members. The board wanted to eliminate the hierarchy and make everyone 
equal. This change is reflected throughout the document. This change facilitates 
inclusion of seasonal members on boards and committees. 
 
Another change is that the annual meeting is no longer required to be held during the 
first quarter of the year. This change also was made to include more seasonal members 
in our annual meeting. 
 
There were several administrative changes: board meeting schedule, seasonal 
deacons, check signatures, employee supervision, and assistant treasurer. Three 
established committees were added: worship committee, house committee, and safe 
church team. 
 
There were no questions from the congregation. A vote was taken and the changes 
were approved unanimously. 
 
2017 Financial Report 
 
Dan Madrid, Chairman of the Trustees, discussed the 2017 financial report (Attachment 
2). 
 
Dan stated that for the past 3 or 4 years the church has been able to put money into 
savings and build up that account. This was in large part to having Henry Hanna as an 
interim minister. The church went into 2017 with a balanced budget and knowing we 
would soon have a new full-time minister.  
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The church did not receive the increase in 2017 donations that the trustees projected. 
The trustees expected that having a new pastor would result in $9000 more in giving, 
but giving stayed consistent to what it was over the last several years.  
In addition, many changes were needed at the parsonage for our new minister, 
administrative costs were up and a new printer was purchased, and expenses for 
having a full-time minister went up $5500.  These were the major things that caused the 
deficit. It is the hope of the church board that revenues will improve over the next couple 
years. 
 
There were no questions from the congregation so discussion moved to the 2018 
budget. 
 
2018 Budget 
 
The 2018 budget (Attachment 2) was prepared in October 2017 and fine-tuned until 
today. The budget is not balanced and has a negative net income of -$32,467.00.  
The question is how long are we willing to keep this trend up. It’s very difficult to niggle 
down expenditures. If we reach $90,000 in reserves, we will really need to take a hard 
look at our finances. Don Dustin stated that at the current rate of expenditures, we will 
bankrupt our reserves in four to five years. Stan Lentz reiterated that it is hard to know 
how far to dip into reserves. We haven’t had to do that for awhile because of no full-time 
minister (having Henry Hanna). We will have to make some drastic changes going into 
2019. We want to maintain a reserve. We should see what happens this year. It is what 
it is. We need to take a hard look next year. 
 
Sarah Linn stated that the -$32,467.00 is the expectation. We can alleviate some of that 
by creative fundraising outside the budget instead of going into our reserves. She used 
the Plexiglas replacement on the windows as an example. We also don’t have to 
accomplish the entire project in 2018. 
 
Dan Madrid said that we were deficient $15,000 for the Plexiglas replacement. Labor 
was going to be the largest portion of that project. This is something the trustees have 
been working on for the past year. However, it may be something to put on hold or have 
a special fundraising activity to accomplish. 
 
Jesse Ophoff asked for some examples of expenses that were reduced. If we didn’t 
manage to get additional money, what are we cutting.  
 
Dan Madrid stated the biggest expenses are the pastoral expenses and personnel 
expenses.  
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Carol Pierce stated that one $6000 expense that was trimmed from the 2018 budget 
was not hiring a replacement for Casey Nichols. We will use volunteers from the church 
for many of those tasks. 
 
Margaret Phillips asked if the board was confident that the decreases made would really 
end up being lower. Dan Madrid said that the trustees were confident of the reductions 
made in the budget. 
 
Since there was no further discussion or questions, Carol Pierce called for a motion to 
approve the 2018 budget. Stan Lentz so moved, seconded by Rita Odom, and the 
motion was approved. 
 
Sarah Linn thanked everyone involved for their thoughtful and conscientious work on 
the board. A prayer was said. Carol Pierce adjourned the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Leslie Dustin 
Leslie Dustin, Clerk 
Creede Community Church 
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Minister’s Report from Sarah B. Linn 
 

The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will 

bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.’— Genesis  

12:1-2 

 

In the 1890’s, Southwestern Colorado was considered the frontier (in many ways it still is – but 

that’s another topic!). The remote mining town of Creede captured the attention of the 

Congregational Church’s mission office in Denver, so they dispatched a minister to help 

residents organize a congregation. The first step was to hold a worship service. A group 

gathered in a family home in October 1892 and within 2 years, they elected officers and officially 

chartered the Creede Congregational Church.  

 

They came together as a church because they wanted to shine forth the light of Christ in the 

darkness. All who came to Creede, whether poor or prominent, whether permanent settlers or 

those passing through, would find in Creede Congregational Church an outpost of loving care. 

This is our heritage. And this August, we will celebrate our 125th anniversary! 

 

Over the generations, Creede Community Church has gone through many changes and 

challenges. And through it all, we have been privileged to join in the flow of what God is doing in 

our little town and around the world. In fact, we are still looking for ways to bring the light and 

love of Christ to every one of our neighbors, regardless of their station in life. Sometimes that 

takes us to far-flung places; sometimes it takes us across the street. In all the ways we live our 

faith and share our lives, however, we have received the blessing of God that we might be 

God’s blessing to others. So, we “make love our aim” (1 Corinthians 14:1) through everything 

we do: worship, service, care, fellowship, work, and play. 

 

This annual report celebrates many of our successes and lessons learned in 2018, along with 

hopes for the coming year. In all of it, we have our Officers, Trustees, Deacons, ministry teams, 

and volunteers to thank. Whatever your role, thank you for giving so generously of your time, 

your resources, and yourselves. Because of you, Creede Community Church continues to live 

out the heritage of love we have received. 

 

In the years to come, may we continue to honor the generations who have gone before us by 

making love our aim. And may our lives together leave a lasting heritage for generations to 

come! 

 

Blessings on your head, 

Sarah 
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Moderators Report 
 
We have had a very blessed year at our church in 2018. It was very busy and very productive. 
We have welcomed twelve new members to our congregation (six Members and six Associate 
Members).  
 
We were able to take on several special projects and were able to far exceed our funding goal, 
which allowed us to do even more. The landing at the top of the steps were enlarged at both 
entries to make them more accommodating to enter and exit. Other concrete work, including 
repairing 2 buttresses, was completed. The two new signs installed are so special. Trustees did 
a great job. People see us as they come into town and as they leave. The banner on Highway 
149 was redesigned and replaced. The stained glass windows project is still ongoing with plans 
to continue until finished. Please take the time to look at the ones completed on the south side 
of the building. A big thank you to John Mills for his hard work. 
 
Another big part of our church is our Mission & Outreach. Some of our members participated in 
a Disaster Relief trip to help families in Houston rebuild homes that were damaged by Hurricane 
Harvey. We are still involved with La Puente with our donations and preparing lunches at their 
shelter. It is very uplifting to see how the La Puente staff and the people appreciate our help. 
Many of these people are dealing with more than we can imagine. 
 
It is still one of our goals to serve young families in the congregation and our community. With 
Sarah’s outgoing and caring personality, I feel we have made progress. We hope to provide 
occasional fun nights for kids that will allow parents to take care of errands or enjoy a few free 
hours.  
 
I have enjoyed being your moderator for the past two years. Working with all the committees to 
take care of our beautiful church has been wonderful. 
 
God bless you all, 
 
Carol Pierce 
Moderator 
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Clerks Report 
 

Average Attendance (by month):  

 January = 31 

 February = 39 

 March = 31 

 April = 32 

 May = 42 

 June = 51 

 July = 94 

 August = 63 

 September = 57 

 October = 35 

 November = 23 

 December = 35 
 
Overall Average Attendance: 45 
 
Membership: 

 107 members 

 3 members inactive: 
o Delen Coln, moved away, mail returned UTF 
o Kazie Hayes, removed per email request 
o Joe Grigsby, moved away, deceased? 

 

 Celebrated 12 new Members: 
Members:     

o Doug Hammett-Lair, 8/26/18 
o Creede Hargraves, 7/22/18 
o Therese Hargraves, 7/22/18 
o Tatum Regan, 7/22/18 
o Lauren Sheldrake, 4/1/18 
o Wayne Sheldrake, 4/1/18 

Associate Members: 
o BL Jordan, 8/26/18 
o Ray Jordan, 8/26/18 
o Charles Lancaster, 8/26/18 
o Kay Lancaster, 8/26/18 
o Sarah Linn, 1/7/18 
o Vickie Moore, 8/26/18 

 
Baptisms: 

 Landon Switzer, 3/27/18 

 Tatum Regan, 7/22/18 
 
Weddings: 

 Landon Switzer and Annie Collopy, 3/28/18 

 Stan Tucker and Michael McDermott, 8/25/18 
 
Memorials: 

 Bob Knox, 3/16/18 

 Larry Lehman, 4/16/18 

 Brian Anderson, 5/1/18 

 Alyce Ann Kolisch, 6/12/18 

 Milton Schmidt, 7/4/18 

 Marcia Van Ry, 7/14/18 

 Dane Marshall Smith, 8/15/18 

 James E. "Jimmie" Hosselkus, 10/3/18 

 Margaret Korpe Hosselkus, 11/7/18 

 Ron Stobbe, 12/3/18 

 JC Banks, 12/27/18 
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Trustees Report 
 

The Mission of the Trustees of the Creede Community Church, UCC is to provide responsible 
management of the church owned properties and investments as well as administer the financial and 
legal affairs of the church. Trustees meet monthly to attend to the maintenance and improvements of 
the building, financial affairs, and legal affairs. 
 
2018 was an exciting year. We were able to make some crucial repairs on the church and some 
welcome improvements. To help cover expenses, the trustees launched a fundraiser to raise $11,000 
to cover expenses on capital repairs and special projects. We raised a total of $17,515 allowing us to 
accomplish the work. Again, THANK YOU so much to our generous donors. 
 

 Work continued on replacing the acrylic covering the stained-glass windows. John Mills cleaned 

windows and painted frames before replacing the acrylic. Five smaller windows and the large 

front window are scheduled for completion in 2019. We have the funds we need to purchase 

remaining supplies and John intends to finish the work as a donation to the church. 

 

 Two buttresses, one on the NE corner and one on the NW corner of the church building needed 

to be replaced or refaced. Andy Maestre from Bulwark Concrete completed this project. 

 

 Both sets of entry steps to the front doors of the church needed revamping as the top steps 

were too narrow to be safe. Again, Andy Maestre re-engineered the steps to make them safer 

and to comply with code. At the same time, he replaced concrete on crumbling curbing on the 

south side of the church. 

 

 Because the steps were redone, the railings had to be replaced. Croix Williamson, a local metal 

sculptor, designed, sculpted, and installed two railings on each set of steps. The railings match 

the design of those on the Fellowship Hall ramp. 

 

 Two Signs identifying the Creede Community Church were installed on the SW and NW corners 

of the church facing Main St. Mike Young of “Signs by Mike” in Lake City completed this project. 

The old sign was removed and moved to the Upper Room, to be mounted as a wall decoration. 

 

 A new highway sign for Creede Community Church was designed by Rhonda Foale and Sarah 

Linn. Sarah and our neighbor Matt McCaren mounted it to the existing sign on the east side of 

Highway 149 where it is now more visible to traffic entering Creede. 

 

 A new sound system was designed and installed in the sanctuary by Jim VanRy, Courtney La 

Zier, and Nick VanRy. Completion is scheduled for early in 2019. 

 

We would like to thank all who helped with the capital improvements. Everything seemed to fall in place 
and we really appreciate the folks who made these accomplishments seem effortless. Any funds 
remaining in this account will be used to complete projects or to begin others on our wish list. We 
continue to be mindful of the need to plan for future maintenance projects (i.e. the roof, the furnace, 
etc.). 
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The final Nest Labs smoke/CO2 monitors were installed making a total of four in the church. Phil 
Miller offered his expertise on this project 
 
Bill Pierce, who oversees our insurance policy, added a terrorism risk endorsement for $36.00 a 
year. 
 
Stan Tucker and Michael McDermott made a gift to the church of a removable panel on the chancel 
in front of the choir loft. Our neighbor Beth Morris completed the staining and installation. Stan and 
Julie Lentz, Emily and Jeremy McComas donated an upright Steinway piano to the church. It 
replaces the one in the Fellowship Hall. Maggie and Ray Seabach were moved the old piano to 
their home in Monte Vista. 
 
Last year the church was without a maintenance person and John Mills shoveled walks and took 
care of necessary maintenance projects. The trustees budgeted a maintenance position in the 
proposed 2019 budget and advertised the job. John Mills applied for and was hired to start January 
1, 2019. We are thrilled to have John on board. 
 
The Trustees were informed the church name on all deeds, property tax exemptions, and 
registration as a non-profit organization with the Colorado Secretary of State needed to be 
consistent. This has been accomplished and the name “Creede Community Church, UCC” now 
appears on all official documents and registration. The changes were approved by the church board 
in September 2018. Thank you to Charles Lancaster and Stan Lentz for their guidance. 
 
The Trustees prepared and presented a budget for 2019 for approval at the Creede Community 
Church, UCC Annual Meeting on February 10, 2019. 
 
The Trustees would like to thank Dan Madrid and Phil Lack, who are completing their terms on the 
board, and Phil Miller, who stepped down, for all their service to the church as Trustees. We greatly 
appreciate their time, talent, and hard work graciously and generously shared with us. 
 
 
Charlene Ameel, Chair 
Dan Madrid, Phil Miller, Phil Lack, Rhonda Foale, Linda Walker 
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House Committee Report 
 
Your House Committee in 2018 was comprised of Rita Odom, Mark Tiley, Bill Pierce, Judy Blanch, 
Linda Walker, and Margaret Phillips. We have had a joyful year helping to set up for events and 
partnering with Mission & Outreach for Mission Dinners. We strive to be good stewards of our House of 
Worship and we have worked closely with the Trustees to maintain a diligent observation of required 
repairs on the Church Property.  
 
We were blessed when John Mills came to us last January to fulfill his required community service at 
our church. John attends the Baptist Church, but through his work he has grown to love the Red 
Church and has become part of our family. He has skillfully begun cleaning our stained glass, painting 
the window trim, and replacing the plexiglass to protect them. So skillfully that you can’t tell they are 
covered with plexiglass! 
 
Besides his daily walk through he keeps up with maintaining our 114-year-old structure. From removing 
our old hot water heater in the basement, replacing a garbage disposal that was leaking, helping to get 
the furnace fixed, and keeping snow removed, to simple things like setting up tables for our LAS sewing 
sisters each week, John has been a Godsend. We are pleased that he has consented to be our 
maintenance man for the coming year. 
 
Remembering that our beautiful church building is God’s possession and we are his stewards, a thanks 
to all of you for giving your time, talent, and resources as we manage His property. 
 
Rita Odom 
Chairperson 
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Deacons Report 
 
Your Diaconate keeps being blessed with servant hearts. Serving Deacons in 2018 were Rita 
Odom, Rhonda Brown, Julie Lentz, Nancy Miller, Starr Pearson, and Stan Tucker. And over 
the summer we welcomed Kay Harbert and Marian Mosher and how they blessed us! Kay and 
Chuck attended the early service and Marian and Walt the 11 o’clock service so they both had 
plenty of chances to be Deacon of the Day! Our 2018/19 winter season deacon has been 
Kathy Ellison, who always impresses! Our thanks to all our Deacons for serving!  
 
We said farewell, though, to Deacon Julie Lentz in October as she and Stan moved back to 
Socorro, NM to be of help to their family. Our thanks to you, Julie, for your years of service to 
the Diaconate and so many more areas of ministry. Likewise, Nancy and Phil Miller needed to 
step away from formal membership to join their church in North Carolina. That meant that 
Nancy completed her Deacon service after 2 years. We will miss her on the Diaconate, but 
look forward to worshiping with the Millers again each summer.  
 
The Diaconate would also like to give a special thanks to our worship committee. They grace 
us with inspirational services and beautiful music. 
 
2018 started out with our formal installation service for Sarah in January. 80 people attended, 
including guests from UCC Rocky Mountain Conference. We met Sarah’s close friends who 
have been part of her faith journey and members of the community were on hand to welcome 
her and lend their support. All through the year we have been blessed to embrace her as our 
Pastor and Teacher. 
 
Our Lenten Season was ushered in by sharing the Ash Wednesday Service with our friends at 
the Episcopal Church. During Holy Week, Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Sunrise Service 
on Sunnyside and breakfast afterward are blessed traditions. For Easter, lilies again graced 
our altar, donated in honor and memory of our loved ones. We continue the tradition of 
Rogation Sunday with Doc Howard blessing the animals of our community. Our members with 
beautiful voices, under Debbie Whitmore’s guidance, always join the community Choir to 
observe Memorial Day and Veterans Day in Basham Park to honor our veterans. Summer 
brings our friends and associate members back to us and makes our Church burst with joy and 
fellowship. Our community Church in the Wildwood Service had a welcome move to the 
Church on Sunnyside with inspiring music and worship ringing out above the town. And we 
continue to embrace the whole community with our Thanksgiving service at the Ruth. It’s a 
wonderful way to include those in our community who have no particular Church affiliation. 
 
As always, the Advent season is a special time in the life of our Church and our own lives as 
we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior. As is our tradition, everyone joins in the 
“Hanging of the Greens” and decorate our tree as part of our service and poinsettias dedicated 
to our loved ones grace our altar. The community Christmas celebration was held at the 
Baptist Church this year. Our traditional Blue Christmas service is dedicated to those who are 
experiencing loss of a loved one or the ending of a relationship or other issues. As always, our 
Christmas Eve candlelight service included the whole community and the offering was 
dedicated to our Helping Hands ministry to provide financial support to Creede neighbors in 
need. 
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Besides worship, the Diaconate, pays visits and sends cards for those in need of prayer for an 
illness or the loss of a loved one. And we are also blessed, along with Pastor Sarah, to 
sponsor sessions to answer questions, explain who we are as a United Church of Christ 
congregation and add new members to our Church family. What a wonderful year we had 
sharing our faith journeys and we welcomed twelve new Members (six Members and six 
Associate Members) into our family! 
 
A new year brings new hope. Your Deacons want to express our thanks to all of you for 
sharing your special gifts throughout the year. Your gifts bring us the joy of sharing God’s love 
and reward us with spiritual growth. We pray God’s blessings for you and the life of our 
Church. Our hope is to continue to serve with compassion and generosity in 2019. 
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Christian Life Education Report 

 

The Christian Education program at CCC encompasses every age group because we never 

stop learning in our faith and growing in our love of God.  

 

Each week, our Children’s Christian Ed volunteers provide Sunday School lessons and 

activities for children from 1 to 12 years old, using the sermons4kids.com curriculum. 

Currently, our Sunday School volunteers include Judy Blanch (chair of Christian Ed), Rita 

Odom, Carol Pierce, Tatum Regan, Erin Tiley, and Mark Tiley. Additional volunteers are 

always welcome and included in the rotation, according to our Safe Church Policy.  

 

In addition, we support community Christian Education, by providing volunteers for Creede’s 

Vacation Bible School, held each summer at the Baptist Church. We also have designated 

funds in 2019 to provide an educational camping trip for Creede youth. 

 

Through the year, we had a number of Christian Education opportunities for adults. In 

February, Brooke Ophoff organized an inspirational women’s event called the “IF: Gathering” 

that brought together women from every congregation in Creede. We also held a number of 

weekly bible studies and book groups at the parsonage, including a Lenten Study, a video 

series called “Letters to the Exiles,” and a discussion of “Faith Over Fear.” These gatherings 

were facilitated by Jim & Jenny VanRy and Sarah Linn. During the summer months, Mark Tiley 

once again led our monthly Sunday evening bible study & sing-along (with singing led by Erin) 

at Freemon’s Ranch.  

 

In 2019, Sarah is developing a Lenten Devotional for individuals and families. We are also 

planning a community-wide book reading for bridge-building and fostering healthy 

communication across ideological divides, using the book Them: Why We Hate Each Other 

and How to Heal, by Ben Sasse. 
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Mission Outreach Report 

 

The Mission Outreach/Helping Hands Committee Members in 2018 were Judy Blanch (chair), 

Dan Madrid, Margaret Phillips, Carol Pierce, and Linda Walker, who were recently joined by 

Tatum Regan. The team coordinates fundraising and hands on service efforts to benefit 

community members in need, mission partners, and outreach projects in Creede, the San Luis 

Valley, and beyond. 

 

In 2018, we raised funds through Mission Dinners, cooked and served meals to La Puente 

Homeless Shelter in Alamosa, provided funding for several non-profits, worked toward starting 

a community support group for care givers, and sent a Disaster Relief team to Houston. 

 

Mission Outreach Dinners: 

May, 2018 - Home Style Meatloaf Dinner 

September, 2018 - Golden Aspen Cookout 

 

Each of these dinners raised significant funds, which were used to send a team of 10 on a 

Disaster Relief trip. The team went to the Houston, TX area to help rebuild two houses 

damaged by Hurricane Harvey.  

 

Meal Service at La Puente Homeless Shelter: 

April, 2018 - Taco Bar 

December, 2018 - Chili Lunch 

 

In addition to meal service, the Mission Outreach team coordinated the contribution of 50 gifts 

from our congregation for La Puente’s One Gift Christmas Party, held on December 15.  

 

Ministry Partner Contributions: 

Creede Early Learning Center $1000 

La Puente Shelter:  500 

Adelante (Transitional Housing for Homeless) 500 

Tu Casa-(Domestic Violence Shelter for SLV) 500 

Habitat for Humanity SLV 500 

Total:  $3000 

 

For 2019, we have earmarked funds for a community youth outing and plan to host care giver 

support gatherings in partnership with Public Health. We look forward to planning another 

Disaster Relief trip in the fall. And we hope to expand the geographic range of our outreach 

efforts by supporting new ministry partners elsewhere in the U.S. and possibly overseas. 
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Helping Hands Report 

 

An essential function of our Mission Outreach program involves Helping Hands, which 

provides funds for Creede neighbors in financial distress. In 2018, we received individual 

donations totaling $5,475. These gifts, along with funds provided through other means, 

including our annual Christmas Eve offering, made it possible to provide financial help to our 

neighbors in the following ways and amounts: 

 

Medical Travel: $1650 

Medical Funds 700 

K- Belle Gift Cards: 500 

SLVREC 277 

Propane: 756 

Dental: 250 

Creede Early Learning Center: 200 

Tires: 222 

Water Heaters: 400 

Rent: 637 

Lumber: 250 

Restaurant Meals: 100 

Concussion Prevention Training Program: 100 

Total: $6042 
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Ladies Aid Society Report 
 

Your LAS Officers for 2018/2019 are Rhonda Brown, President; Charity Cain Romo, Vice 
President; Karen Miller, Secretary; and Linda Walker, Treasurer. LAS raises funds and 
provides assistance and hospitality to the Creede community. Here are just a few highlights 
from 2018: 
 
Annual Bazaar and Rummage Sale: We raised almost $25,000 for use in our community! 
Thanks to everyone who helped: members, summer volunteers, and our fabulous men! As a 
result, LAS has provided over $8,800 in various forms of financial assistance to our neighbors 
just since September! 
 
LAS Monetary Gifts to Community Non-Profit Organizations in 2018: 
Creede Community Church: $9000 
Creede Community Center:  1000 
Friends of the Mineral County EMS (SAR, EMT, & VFD): 500 
Helping Hands:  1000 
Public Health Antibiotics Program:  350 
Creede Early Learning Center scholarships: 500 
LAS Sewing Sisters:  500 
Senior Lunch delivery: 300 
Creede Community Youth Program:  500 
Total: $13,650 
 
LAS/Arp’s Partnership  
In September 2018, LAS approved a partnership with Arp’s restaurant to provide meals for 
folks in the winter months. Donors purchase a $100 Arp’s gift card (and receive a $20 gift card 
in return), which goes directly into the “food fund.” So far, we have raised over $2,000! LOTS 
of folks in our community have been fed and Arp’s covered the Senior Lunch program while 
Julie was out of town for the holidays. If you know someone who could use a meal, contact 
me. 
 
It was my great pleasure to serve as Lori Dooley’s vice president for the past two years. Thank 
you to all the ladies who have served before me. You are my heroes. Notably, DeAunn Lowe 
and Kay Wiley, who served as Secretary and Treasurer for nine years!! 
 
Much of the work of LAS takes place behind the scenes, as you know, but the 90+ members of 
LAS provide a LOT of goodness to our community and I am honored to be a part.  
 
Rhonda Brown, LAS President 
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Officers, Trustees, Deacons & Ministry Teams 
Nominations for Congregational Vote in Red 

 
 
Officers: Moderator:  Rhonda Foale 

1-year terms Vice Moderator: Wayne Sheldrake 

 Clerk:  Leslie Dustin 

 Treasurer:  Therese Hargraves 
 
 Pastor Relations: Charlene Ameel 
 reports to Officers  Wayne Sheldrake 
   Starr Pearson 

 
 

Deacons:  Rhonda Brown, chair (2020) – additional one-year term 
6 members Lori Dooley (2020) – one-year term 

3-year terms Starr Pearson (2021) 
 Stan Tucker (2021) 
 Creede Hargraves (2022) 
 Lauren Sheldrake (2022) 
  
 Kay Harbert (seasonal Summer Deacon– appointed by the Board) 
 Marian Mosher (seasonal Summer Deacon – appointed by the Board) 
 2019 Winter Deacon, pending 
 
 

Worship Committee: Erin Tiley 

reports to Deacons; Jenny VanRy 

open to more participants Debbie Whitmore 

 
 
Trustees: Rhonda Foale (2020) 
6 members Debbie Whitmore (2020) – one-year term  
3-year terms Charlene Ameel, chair (2021) 
 Linda Walker (2021)  

 Doug Hammett-Lair (2022) 
 Jim VanRy (2022) 
  
 

House Committee: Doug Hammett-Lair, chair 
reports to Trustees; Judy Blanch 

open to more participants Margaret Phillips 

 Bill Pierce 

 Mark Tiley 
 
 
 



 

 

 

February 10, 2019                                CCC Annual Meeting, 2018 in Review                            19 

 

Ministry Teams, continued 
 
 

Mission & Outreach/: Judy Blanch, chair 
Helping Hands Dan Madrid 

open to more participants Margaret Phillips 
 Carol Pierce 
 Tatum Regan 

 Linda Walker 
 

 

Ladies Aid Society: Rhonda Brown Brown, president 
officers serve 2-year terms Charity Cain, vice president 
open to more participants Karen Miller, secretary 

 Linda Walker, treasurer 
  

 
Christian Life Education: Judy Blanch, chair 
reports to Deacons; Rita Odom 

4 members serve 2-year terms Carol Pierce 

open to more participants Tatum Regan 
 Debbie Whitmore 

 
 
Safe Church Team: Charlene Ameel, Trustee Representative 

works with CLE; Jody Stroh, Member at Large 

reports to Moderator Debbie Whitmore, Christian Ed Representative 
 


